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Abstract

The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries represented a period of profound
political, cultural, and educational transformation for Turkic-Muslim societies within the Russian
Empire. Growing geopolitical tensions, colonial pressures, and the weakening support from the
Ottoman Empire intensified concerns among itellectual elites regarding cultural assimilation
and national dechne. In response, a reformist intellectual movement known as Jadidism emerged,
advocating educational modernization as the primary means of social renewal and national
survival. This study examines Jadidism as a comprehensive modernization project centered on
pedagogical reform, cultural revival, and the harmonization of Islamic intellectual traditions with
European scientific and educational models. The movement promoted the restructuring of
traditional educational institutions through methodological innovation, curriculum reform,
teacher professionalization, the expansion of secular subjects, and the establishment of modern
schools, including institutions for girls.Using historical-analytical methods, the research explores
the 1deological foundations, institutional development, and socio-political impact of Jadid
educational reforms i the Caucasus and broader Turkic-Mushim regions. The findings
demonstrate that Jadidism played a decisive role in shaping modern pedagogical thought,
fostering national consciousness, and laying the intellectual foundations for cultural
modernization and educational transformation in the Muslim East.

Keywords: Jadidism; educational reform; history of pedagogy; modernization; Turkic
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1. Introduction

Education has historically functioned as a critical mechanism for cultural preservation,
social mobility, and national development. At the turn of the twentieth century, Turkic-Mushm
societies within the Russian Empire faced complex challenges, including political subordination,
cultural marginalization, and socio-economic stagnation. Intellectuals increasingly recognized that
the persistence of outdated educational structures contributed to social backwardness and limited
the capacity for national self-determination.

A widely shared belief among reform-minded thinkers was that the strength or decline of a
nation depended directly on the quality and accessibility of its education system. Traditional
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maktab and madrasa institutions, while preserving religious knowledge, were increasingly
perceived as madequate for meeting the demands of modern society. The need to incorporate
scientific knowledge, secular subjects, and modern teaching methods became an urgent priority.

Within this context, Jadidism emerged as a reformist movement aimed at transforming
education into a tool for enlightenment, cultural revival, and national awakening. The
mtroduction of the “new method” (usul-jjadid) symbolized a shift toward systematic instruction,
phonetic literacy, structured curricula, and pedagogical innovation.

2. Literature Review

Scholarly research identifies Jadidism as one of the most mfluential intellectual and socio-
cultural movements among Muslims of the Russian Empire (Khalid, 1998; Bennigsen
&Quelquejay, 1967). Historians emphasize its dual character as both an educational reform
movement and a broader project of social modernization.

Studies highlight several key dimensions of Jadid reform:
e Modernization of traditional educational institutions
e Integration of secular sciences such as mathematics, geography, and history
e Development of national-language mstruction
e Promotion of print culture and modern textbooks
e Ixpansion of women's education
e Formation of modern national intelligentsia

Pedagogical scholars note that Jadid educators mtroduced methodological mnovations
consistent with contemporary European educational theory, including graded mstruction, visual
aids, student-centered learning, and systematic curriculum planning (Adeeb Khalid, 2007).

In the Azerbayjani context, researchers emphasize the role of national enlighteners such as
S.M. Ganizadeh and H. Mahmudbeyov in establishing modern Russian-Mushim schools and
promoting secular education as a foundation for national progress.

3. Historical Background and Ideological Foundations

Jadidism emerged during a period of intensified Russian imperial control and expanding
Western cultural influence. Reformers sought to reconcile Islamic identity with modern scientific
knowledge, rejecting both rigid traditionalism and cultural assimilation.

The 1deological foundations of the movement included:
e Harmonization of Islamic values with modern science
e Cultural and hinguistic preservation through mother-tongue education
e Inlightenment as a pathway to national independence
e Fducational reform as a means of social transformation

The movement gradually evolved from a pedagogical initiative into a broader socio-political
phenomenon advocating cultural autonomy and mstitutional reform.

4. Findings

C—t

124

—



Addressing Contemporary Global Challenges, Sustainable Development, and Interdisciplinary Solutions in
the Context of Modern Societal, Economic, Environmental, Technological, Psychological, and Media
Transformations

February 15,2026 Baku, Azerbaijan — Thilisi, Georgia — Istanbul, Tiirkiye (Online & Hybrid

Participation)

4.1 Institutional Transformation
The research indicates that Jadid schools introduced several structural innovations:
e Separation of schools from traditional madrasa control
o Appointment of subject-specialist teachers
e Introduction of teacher salaries and professional status
e Standardized curricula and age-based instruction
e Use of modern textbooks and teaching materials
4.2 Methodological Innovation

The adoption of phonetic literacy methods significantly accelerated reading and writing
acquisition. Teachers increasingly used:

e Visual aids

e Classroom-based instruction

e Structured lesson planning

e Assessment and reinforcement techniques
These practices represented a transition from rote memorization to systematic learning.
4.3 Expansion of Secular Education
New-method schools incorporated subjects such as:

e Arithmetic

e Geography

e Natural sciences

e History

e Native language and literature

This broadened ntellectual horizons and prepared students for participation in modern
social and economic life.

4.4 Women's Education

The establishment of girls’ schools marked a significant social transformation. Statistical
data from early twentieth-century Baku indicate growing female enrollment, reflecting changing
attitudes toward women's education.

4.5 Growth of Modern School Networks

By the early twentieth century:
¢ The number of Russian-Muslim schools increased significantly
e Student enrollment expanded to several thousand

e National intellectual networks supported educational expansion despite limited
state funding

5. Discussion
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Despite its  progressive orientation, Jadidism encountered significant resistance.
Conservative religious authorities perceived educational reform as a threat to traditional values
and mstitutional authority. Literary sources, including satirical works by Azerbayani poet M.A.
Sabir, illustrate public debates surrounding the legitimacy of new-method schools.

Additionally, the Tsarist administration provided limited financial support, reflecting
ambivalent attitudes toward Muslim educational advancement. Nevertheless, national
mtellectuals mobilized community resources and public advocacy to expand modern schooling.

Jadidism also functioned as a subtle form of anti-colonial resistance. By promoting literacy,
national language, and cultural awareness, the movement strengthened collective 1dentity and laid
the groundwork for later political mobilization.

The broader significance of Jadidism lies m its role as an early modernization model that
combined cultural continuity with institutional innovation.

Jadidism represented a transformative educational and intellectual movement that
reshaped the pedagogical landscape of Turkic-Muslim societies in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. By itroducing modern teaching methods, expanding secular education, and
promoting national-language mstruction, the movement played a decisive role m fostering
cultural renewal and national consciousness.

Despite political constraints and social resistance, Jadid educators succeeded n establishing
the foundations of modern schooling and pedagogical thought in the Muslim East. Their efforts
contributed not only to educational modernization but also to the emergence of a new
mtellectual elite capable of guiding social and cultural transformation.

The historical experience of Jadidism remains relevant today, demonstrating the central
role of education i processes of modernization, identity formation, and sustainable national
development.

Historical Stages of the Jadid Movement and Its Educational Expansion

Jadidism, as a comprehensive reformist movement grounded in educational modernization
and cultural renewal, developed through distinct historical stages that reflected both the changing
political environment of the Russian Empire and the evolving priorities of Mushm intellectual
elites. Scholars generally distinguish two major phases in the formation and expansion of the

movement (Bennigsen, 1985; Khalid, 2015).
First Stage: Formation and Educational Orientation (1880s-1905)

The mitial phase of Jadidism, beginning in the 1880s and lasting until the First Russian
Revolution of 1905, was primarily characterized by its educational and cultural orientation.
During this period, reformers focused on transforming traditional Mushim schooling through the
mtroduction of modern pedagogical methods, updated curricula, and the expansion of secular
knowledge. The movement did not yet openly challenge the political order; rather, 1t operated
within the existing imperial framework. Government authorities generally maintained a cautious
tolerance toward these mitiatives, while the broader Muslim population often reacted with
skepticism due to concerns about religious and cultural change (Crews, 2006; Khalid, 2015).

The central objective of early Jadidism was the modernization of education through the
usul-jadid (new method), which replaced rote memorization with phonetic literacy, structured
classroom instruction, graded curricula, and the inclusion of subjects such as mathematics,
geography, and natural sciences. Education was viewed as the primary instrument for overcoming
social backwardness and preventing cultural assimilation (Ahmadov, 2014; Seyidov, 1968).
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Among the early pioneers of educational reform was Abdulgayyum Nasir1 (1824-1907),
who promoted the teaching of European sciences in the native language and prepared some of
the first modern textbooks for Turkic-speaking students. His work laid the intellectual
groundwork for later reforms and contributed to the emergence of a modern pedagogical
tradition within the Muslim educational environment (Bennigsen, 1985).

A decisive role m institutionalizing the movement was played by Ismail Bey Gasprinskiu
(Gaspiral), widely regarded as the founder and leading 1deologue of Jadidism. Influenced by
European pedagogical theories, including the educational principles of Johann Heinrich
Pestalozzi, Gasprinskil introduced systematic mstructional methods adapted to Muslim cultural
conditions. His efforts aimed to reconcile Islamic identity with modern scientific knowledge and
to raise the cultural and intellectual level of Turkic-Muslim societies (Lazzerini, 1973; Fisher,

1988).

One of Gasprinskii’s most influential mstruments was the newspaper 7Tercuman, first
published in 1883. The publication became a transregional platform for the dissemination of
reformist ideas, reaching readers across Crimea, the Caucasus, Central Asia, Siberia, Iran, the
Ottoman Empire, and even parts of China. Its guiding slogan— “Unity in language, thought, and
action —reflected the broader cultural and mtellectual aspirations of the Jadid movement (Khalid,

2015).
Second Stage: Social and Political Consolidation (1905-1907 and After)

The revolutionary events of 1905 marked a turning point in the development of Jadidism.
During the second phase, the movement expanded beyond educational reform and assumed a
broader socio-political and socio-cultural character. Reformist intellectuals began to receive
material and moral support from the Mushim bourgeoisie, emerging intelligentsia, and various
social organizations (Crews, 20006).

This period witnessed the growing politicization of national-cultural aspirations. Influential
Azerbajjani thinkers such as M.A. Rasulzadeh observed that the cultural revival mitiated by
figures like Mirza Fatali Akhundov, Hasan Bey Zardabi, and Ismail Gasprinsku was gradually
transforming into a movement for political and legal rights. Education thus became closely linked
to the broader struggle for national self-determination and cultural autonomy (Ahmadov, 2014).

The intellectual roots of these developments can be traced to earlier reformist initiatives.
The literary and linguistic reforms proposed by Akhundov, particularly his efforts to simplify the
alphabet and modernize written language, significantly mfluenced educational modernization.
Contemporary observers such as Firidun bey Kocharli emphasized that the emergence of new
textbooks, newspapers, and teaching methods represented a cultural revolution that would
ultimately transform the intellectual life of Muslim societies (Ahmadov, 2006).

Expansion of the New-Method School Network

The practical outcomes of the Jadid movement became mcreasingly visible in the rapid
expansion of modern schools and educational infrastructure. Statistical data from the early
twentieth century indicate significant growth in literacy, publishing, and mtellectual production
among Russian Mushims. By 1910, more than one hundred books were being published annually,
numerous printing houses were operating, and the number of newspapers and journals had
increased substantially (Khalid, 2015).

The geographical spread of usul-yjadid schools illustrates the transregional character of the
movement. After its mitial development m Crimea, modern schools were established across
Central Asia, including Samarkand (1893), Andiyjan (1897), and Tashkent (1901). By the early
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twentieth century,
Turkmenistan (Bennigsen, 198)).

similar nstitutions were operating i Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and

In Azerbayjan, interest in the new method mtensified after 1907. Teachers and ntellectuals
actively supported phonetic instruction and structured classroom organization, recognizing their
effectiveness in 1mproving literacy and learning outcomes. The expansion of modern schools

contributed significantly to the development of national education and cultural awareness
(Ahmadov, 2014).

Table 1. Historical Stages and Educational Characteristics of the Jadid Movement

Stage Period Main Educatio Social Key
Characteristics nal Features and Political | Figures /
Context Instrumen
ts
Stage I: 1880s- Emergence Introduc Relative Isma
Formation 1905 of Jadidism as a | tton of wsul-| tolerance il Bey
and cultural and | gadid ~ (new | from  Tsarist | Gasprinsk
Educational pedagogical method); authorities; 11;
Reform reform phonetic cautious Abdulqay
movement; focus | literacy; attitude yum
on modernization | classroom- among the | Nasiri;
of traditional | based general Tercuman
Mushm mstruction; population; newspaper
education age-based resistance (1883)
curriculumy from
mclusion  of | conservative
secular religious
subjects circles
(mathematics,
geography,
natural
sclences);
preparation of
modern
textbooks;
teaching in the
mother tongue
Stage 1I: 1905- Transforma Expansi Rise of M.F.
Social and | 1907 and | ton  from a|on of new- | national Akhundov
Political after purely method consciousness | (intellectu
Expansion educational schools across | ; support from | al
movement mto a | the Caucasus | emerging foundatio
socio-cultural and | and  Central | Mushm n); M.A.
socio-political Asia;  growth | intelligentsia Rasulzade
reform of publishing, | and h; national
movement; printing bourgeoisie; educators
mcreased public | houses, and | growing and
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support periodicals; demands for | reformist
professionaliz | cultural and | intellectua
ation of | political rights | ls
teachers; following the
development | 1905
of national | Revolution
curricula;
organization
of educational
congresses
Geogra Late Rapid Establish Growth Regi
phical 19th - early | spread of Jadid | ment of | of literacy and | onal
Expansion 20th century | schools across | modern intellectual reformist
Phase Turkic-Muslim schools In | activity; educators;
regions Samarkand expansion of | local
(1893), publishing education
Andijan and press; | al societies
(1897), formation of
Tashkent modern
(1901); national
expansion to | intelligentsia
Azerbaljan
after 1907;
mcreased
female
education;
development
of
standardized
teaching
materials
Educati By Institutional Parallel Strength Jadi
onal 1910 1zation of modern | teaching of | ening of | d school
Modernizatio Muslim religious and | national- networks;
n Outcomes education secular cultural national-
sclences; identity; language
structured emergence of | textbook
class educated elite; | authors
schedules; foundation for
examinations; | later political
aboliton  of | mobilization
corporal
punishment;

use of wvisual
teaching aids;
teacher

traming  and
salary systems
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Source: Compiled by the author based on Ahmadov (2006, 2011, 2014, 2021); Bennigsen
(1985); Khalid (2015); Lazzermi (1973); Crews (2006).

Educational and Cultaral Impact

The spread of Jadid schools had far-reaching consequences for Mushm societies. The
movement promoted:

e Instruction in the mother tongue

e Parallel teaching of religious and secular subjects
e Age-based and time-structured education

e Use of textbooks and examinations

e Abolition of corporal punishment

e Professionalization of teachers

Gasprinskin  personally prepared teaching materials and actively supported the
establishment of model schools in Bakhchisaray, which later became a center for educational
reform across the Muslim world (Lazzerini, 1973).

Despite resistance from conservative religious circles and the restrictive policies of the
Tsarist administration, the network of modern schools continued to expand. In Azerbanan,
reformist educators, following the pedagogical traditions of Ushinsky and Chernyaevsky, began
compiling new textbooks in the native language, thereby strengthening national identity and
cultural continuity (Seyidov, 1968; Ahmadov, 2011).

Conclusion

The historical development of Jadidism demonstrates that educational reform served as the
foundation for broader processes of cultural modernization and national awakening among
Turkic-Muslim  societies. The movement evolved from a pedagogical mitiative mnto a
comprehensive socio-cultural and intellectual transformation that reshaped the educational
landscape across a vast geographical region.

By promoting modern teaching methods, expanding mother-tongue education, and
fostering a new national intelligentsia, Jadidism played a decisive role in overcoming intellectual
1solation and preparing Muslim societies for participation in modern social and political life. Its
legacy continues to influence contemporary educational thought and modernization strategies in
the post-Soviet and broader Turkic world.
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